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B-3433 - B-3436 1855-1860 
1109-1135 S. Hanover St. (East side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

The east side of the 1100 block of S. Hanover St. is improved by both 
two and three story houses, of more or less contemporary date. At 1109-1121 
S. Hanover St. there is a group of two story, two bay wide brick houses with 
shed roofs and simple bracketed cornices, built in the late 1850's and an early 
example of the shed roof form in the area. Within this group 1119 S. Hanover St. 
has been enlarged and is now three stories in height with a gable roof. 1123 
and 1125-1127 S. Hanover St. are three story, two bay wide brick houses with 
shed roofs and bracketed cornices. 1129-1135 S. Hanover St. is a group of 
three story, two bay wide brick houses with gable roofs, also built in the 
late 1850's. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This row of seven houses was built as a unit in 1855-1856. The houses were 
all originally two story, two bay brick houses with shed roofs. 1119 S. Hanover St. 
has been enlarged to a full three stories in height, with a gable roof. 1109,1111 and 
1113 S. Hanover have new brick facades, 1121 has been covered with formstone, 
and all have stamped metal cornices that are not original to the houses. 

All of the houses are 12' wide and occupy lots 123' deep. Each house is 
two rooms deep and all originally had one story high, two bay deep rear additions 
with hooded rear end chimneys. 1109, 1111, and 1121 still have only their original 
rear additions. 1113 has a later two story high, two bay deep addition with an 
added one story high, three bay deep frame section. 1115, 1117, and 1119 have added 
one story high, one bay deep sections, making a total of a three bay deep rear 
addition. The houses are constructed in running bond, but 1121 has been covered 
with formstone and 1109 - 1113 have new brick facades. The shed roofs probably 
originally had bracketed wooden cornices but today they have a variety of cornice 
types. 1109 has a metal and brick dentil cornice; 1111 has a stamped sheet metal 
cornice with crown molding set over a row of block modillions; 1113 has a sheet 
metal cornice with a crown molding set over a row of egg-and-dart motifs and a plain 
freize, framed by end brackets with embossed leaf and medallions designs; 1115 an 
1117 have a simpler sheet metal cornice with a crown molding set over a plain freize 
area, framed by end brackets with plain, rounded "anthemions" at their upper edges; 
and 1121 now has no cornice. 1119, which is now three stories in height with a 
gable roof, has a two-tier brick cornice. Each house originally had a hooded 
chimney located at the south side of the rear section of the roof, in addition to 
the hooded rear end chimneys. 1119 now has a hooded chimney located along the 
north side of the rear section of the roof. 

The door and window openings originally had segmentally arched brick lintels 
with solid wood tympanums. The sills were wood. This combination is still seen 
at 1115, 1117, and 1119 S. Hanover St. The formstone covering hides the original 
treatment of the lintels and sills at 1121 and new brickwork at 1109-1113 has 
altered the character of the lintels and sills in these houses. 1109 and 1113 now 
have no lintels; 1111 has vertical stretcher lintels; all have brick header sills. 
All of the window openings are filled with 1/1 double hung sash. Each doorway 
originally had a single light transom but these are missing at 1109 and 1113. 
The houses have a mixed array of door types. 1109, 1113, and 1121 have modern flush 
doors; 1111 has a panel door with upper lights; 1115 and 1117 have Mission-style 
oak doors; and 1119 has a multi-light glass and panel door. The houses have no 
basements. The entrances are reached by a single stone step each. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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This row of houses is a quite unusual example of the early use of the shed roof 
design. The houses are essentially the same as the type of late two story, gable-
roofed houses built along narrow, or alley, streets in the 1850's and 1860's, as, for 
instance, the row of such houses along Patapsco St. north of Cross St. These houses 
are the same two rooms deep, with no basements, of houses of that type, but instead 
of the low-pitched gable roof common to the type, there is a shed roof. 

The houses were built by Henry G. Willis, a carpenter whose shop was on Pine St. 
Willis sold the houses to individual owners as soon as they were completed, for an 
î erage price of from $450 to $600.2 The first owner of 1109 Hanover St. was a Michael 

Corcoran, a blacksmith whose shop was located on Olive St. north of Cross St. The first 
owner of 1111 Hanover St. was a Henry S. White, who had a furniture wagon. An early 
owner of 1113 Hanover St. was a Frederick Scheidt, a laborer and carter; an early owner 
of 1115 Hanover St. was a John C. Otterbein, a paper carrier; the first owner of 1117 
Hanover St. was Patrick Burns, a carter; and an early owner of 1119 Hanover St. was a 
Thomas Murray, also a carter.3 

Baltimore City D i r e c t o r y , 1855-56 

B a l t i m o r e City Land Records, Liber ED 115, Fo l io 466; ED 122, Fo l io 508; ED 129, Fo l ios 
162, 382 

Balt imore Ci ty D i r ec to ry , 1858-59, 1860, 1864, 1865-6, 1867, 1868-69, 1870 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory Was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated -Code of; Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS- 1108 





B-3433 
1109-1121 S. Hanover Street 
Block 0949 Lots 026-032 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 





B-3433 1109-1121 S. Hanover St. 
- M.E.H. 4/79 
West elevation 


